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PEEK AT THE WEEK S 

 
January   2 Winter Break ï No School 
   3 Teachers Return, Staff Development Day ï No School 
   4 Students Return 
  Choice Enrollment for 2012-13 School Year, Round 1 begins 
   5 2012-13 Kindergarten Parent Interest Night, 6:30 pm in the Library 
   6  
 
   9 Kindergarten Visitations 8:30 ï 10:15 am 
  6

th
 Grade at Mt. Evans Outdoor Lab School 

  Advisory Team (5:30 pm) and PTA (7:00 pm) Meetings in the Library 
 10 Kindergarten Visitations 8:30 ï 10:15 am 
  6

th
 Grade at Mt. Evans Outdoor Lab School 

 11 Kindergarten Visitations 8:30 ï 10:15 am 
  6

th
 Grade at Mt. Evans Outdoor Lab School 

 12 Kindergarten Visitations 8:30 ï 10:15 am 
  6

th
 Grade at Mt. Evans Outdoor Lab School 

  Watch D.O.G.S. Pizza Night for Fathers & Father Figures, 6:00 pm 
 13 Kindergarten Visitations 8:30 ï 10:15 am 
  6

th
 Grade at Mt. Evans Outdoor Lab School 

 
 16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day ï No School 
 17  
 18  
 19 iMom Morning Breakfast, 7:00 am in the cafeteria 
  PTA Talent Show tryouts after school 
 20 PTA Talent Show tryouts after school 
 
 23  
 24 PTA Reflections Celebration, 5:00 in the Cafeteria 
  Choice Enrollment for 2012-13 School Year, Round 1 ends 
 25 Early Release for Staff Development ï School ends at 12:10 pm 
 26 GRE Parent University, 6:30 pm in the Library 
 27  
 
 30 Columbine Area Orchestra Festival, 7:00 pm at Columbine HS 
 31  
February   1  
   2 2

nd
 Grade Music Performance, 7:00 pm 

   3  
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KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION FOR 2012 -2013  

[Reprinted from December GRE News] 

It seems incredible, but we are already starting to plan for next year!  If you or a neighbor has a child that 
will be starting kindergarten in August, please plan to attend our kindergarten visitation days, which will be 
held during the week of January 9 ï 13 between 8:30 and 10:15 am.  Appointments are not necessary and 
visitors are welcome to stay for the entire time, or just a portion of the morning.  In addition, we will be 
hosting a Parent Information Night for all parents of incoming kindergarten students on Thursday, January 5 
at 6:30 pm in the GRE Library.  Applications for choice enrollment will be accepted during our ñRound 1ò 
window from January 4 through January 24.  Registration for new students in all grades who reside in the 
GRE attendance area will occur weekdays from January 17 ï January 23. 
 
 

WATCH D.O.G.S. PIZZA NIGHT  

Thank you to all of the fathers and father-figures that have already 
donated a day to GRE this fall by serving in our Watch D.O.G.S. program.  
Now that the holidays are behind us, we are hoping to fill up our calendar 
through the remainder of the year.  To kick off our Watch D.O.G.S. 
program for spring, we will be having a Pizza Night sign-up event on 
Thursday, January 12th from 6:00 ï 7:00 pm.   
 
Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) is an innovative program 
focusing on education and safety in schools by using the positive influence 
of fathers and father-figures for a two-fold purpose: 

1. To provide an unobtrusive fathering presence, and 
2. To provide a positive and active role-model for students at the school. 

 
Fathers, stepfathers, grandfathers, and uncles are asked to spend at least one day at GRE volunteering. 
 
They will support our school through: 

 Monitoring the school property, 

 Interacting and supervising students during recesses, 

 Working one-on-one or in small groups, 

 Reading, 

 Flashcards, 

 Homework, 

 Sports referees, 

 Listening ears, or 

 For whatever needs to be done to PLANT SEEDS OF SUCCESS in the lives of our students. 
 
Fathers and father-figures, please join us on January 12th from 6:00 pm ï 7:00 pm.  Bring a friend with you! 
To RSVP, Please contact Debbi Thompson in the office at 303-982-4625, or via email at 
dthompso@jeffco.k12.co.us so that we can have an accurate count of attendees to ensure that we 
order enough food.  Thank you!! 
 
 

GOVERNORõS DISTINGUISHED IMPROVEMENT AWARD 

Congratulations to the students and staff at Governorôs Ranch Elementary School for receiving the 2011 
Governorôs Distinguished Improvement Award from the Colorado Department of Education.  The Governorôs 
Distinguished Improvement Awards are given to schools that demonstrate exceptional student growth on 
state assessments.  To receive this award, a school must ñexceedò expectations on the indicator related to 
longitudinal academic growth and ñmeet or exceedò expectations on the indicator related to academic 
growth gaps on the school performance framework that is used by the state to evaluate schools.  
Governorôs Ranch Elementary is one of only 162 schools in Colorado to earn this award in 2011.  

mailto:dthompso@jeffco.k12.co.us


NEW MUSIC TEACHER  

Please join us in welcoming the newest addition to our staff, Music Teacher Katie Vincent.  Ms. Vincent 
comes to us from Bear Creek K-8, where she recently completed her student teaching assignment through 
Colorado Christian University.  Katie brings a lot of energy, creativity, and music knowledge to our school.  
We are excited to have her continue and build upon the strong music traditions that we have here at 
Governorôs Ranch.  The next time you are visiting us, please stop by to introduce yourself to Ms. Vincent. 
 
 
 

iMOM MORNING BREAKFAST  

The January iMom Morning Breakfast is coming up on Thursday, January 19.  Look for the flyer later in this 
newsletter.  To attend this event, please RSVP by returning the information strip from the bottom of the flyer 
to your childôs teacher, or contacting the office (303-982-4625), by January 17.  We are looking for a 
volunteer to facilitate this monthôs event.  If you are interested in doing this, please contact Dr. Morton at 
wmorton@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Thank you! 
 
 
 

DECEMBER ADVISORY TEAM MINUTES  

 
Principalôs Report: 
Budget Reduction Update ï Will Morton provided an overview of the Districtôs budget reduction process 
currently underway.  It is expected that $70 million needs to be cut from current funding levels over the next 
two school years.  Based upon input from several sources, reduction targets have been identified.  Several 
targeted areas were presented for each of the school levels (high/middle/elementary).  Dr. Morton indicated 
that discussions with those GRE staff members potentially affected by the cuts have taken place.  No final 
decisions will be made until State funding levels are identified later in the school year (anticipated to be in 
the Spring). 
 
GRE Staff Committee Reports:  None. 
 
Open Forum:  
Acuity Test Results ï Kathy Pyrc presented Acuity Test data in detail.  Test scores were compared with 
prior year results and to District scores.  The data gives insight as to specific skills needing attention and the 
staff will be providing additional instruction as necessary. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator ï The Advisory Committee has decided to investigate creating a ñVolunteer 
Coordinatorò position for the school.  A Mission Statement and a position description will be drafted and 
presented to interested parties for comment.  It is thought that this position will coordinate school-wide 
activities (areas in which the school as a whole needs help).  Discussion of how to recruit more parents to 
volunteer in the school, tasks that can be performed, fundraising efforts, motivation, and volunteering 
expectations followed. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business: None. 
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WELLNESS TIPS  

 

  



POSITIVE BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION AND SUPPORTS (PBIS)  

As part of our ongoing commitment to student safety and success, GRE has adopted the PBIS model for 
setting expectations for student behavior, reward systems for positive behavior, and a hierarchy of 
consequences for misbehavior.  Recently, our staff has aligned certain student misbehaviors with the 
behavior codes on the Jeffco Student Report Card.  To increase the consistency of our systemic practices, 
beginning this spring semester, our teachers are tracking the frequency of these behaviors on a weekly 
basis. 
 

Write-Up Codes: 
 

Expectation A: Respects rights, diversity, feelings, and property of others 
Violations: 1. Theft ®; 2. Property damage ®; 3. Name calling; 4. Property misuse; 5. Disrespect 
 

Expectation B: Handles conflict appropriately 
Violations: 1. Profanity ®; 2. Physical fighting ®; 3. Inappropriate language; 4. Physical contact 
 

Expectation C: Works cooperatively with others 
Violations: 1. Bullying ®; 2. Harassment ®; 3.Disruption 
 

Expectation D: Follows district, school, and classroom rules 
Violations: 1. Dress code violations; 2. Electronic violation; 3. Reckless/careless behavior;  

4. Other violations in the Jeffco Student Code of Conduct (breaking a school or 
classroom rule) 

 

Expectation E: Accepts responsibility 
Violations: 1.Lying ®; 2. Cheating ®; 3. Unprepared; 4. Does not have required 

signatures/homework 
 

Expectation F: Follows directions 
Violations: 1. Off-task behavior after warnings; 2. Defiance ®; 3. Noncompliance 
 

® = Office discipline referral (major violation) 
 
 
Students will be given opportunities to correct behavior prior to write-ups being issued.  The staff member 
will instruct the student on the correction that needs to be made.  If the student chooses not to comply, the 
staff member will mark the appropriate code and date on the class tracking sheet.  An office referral may be 
issued if misbehavior continues OR at the discretion of the staff member.  At the end of each week the 
tracking sheets will be submitted to the office.  New forms start on Mondays.  
 
Within each week Consequences 
 

Warning Instruction for corrected behavior 
 

First Write-Up Student will sit out of 5 minutes of recess time.  A red slip will be sent home. 
 

Second Write-Up Student will miss recess and have lunch in the office.  Teachers fill out another 
red slip to inform the office.  The student will call home from the office. 

 

Third Write-Up Student will miss recess and have lunch in the office.  Teacher will contact parent 
via phone, email, or face-to-face conference and collaborate on ways to assist the 
student.  This write up will be recorded in SWIS. 

 

Fourth Write-Up Student will be referred to Dr. Morton, principal.  Parent conference may be 
required.  Other consequences may be considered. 

  



INFORMATION ABOUT PRESCHOOL AT W ESTRIDGE  

[Note: The preschool program at Westridge is a Jeffco Schools Preschool program] 

Registration begins January 17, 2012 for the 2012-2013 school year at Westridge Preschool.  Students 
must be 3 years of age by October 1, 2012.  To enroll your child, you will need the following items: 

 Copy of Birth Certificate 

 Immunization Records 

 $60.00 registration fee 

Preschool classes are 2.5 hours a day. AM classes will be from 8:45-11:15, and PM classes from 12:45-
3:15. For more information please call the Preschool Office at 303-979-7090 
 
 
 

GRE PARENT UNIVERSITY  

Parents, please join us on Thursday, January 26, 2012 from 6:30-7:30 in the library. 
 

An Evening of Conversation about the Hottest Trend in Parenting. 
NurtureShock, a New York Times Bestseller, by Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman 

 
Join us for this stimulating look at a revolutionary perspective on childhood.  Come and explore these five 
provocative topics with us: 

 THE INVERSE POWER OF PRAISE - Sure, he's special. But new research suggests if you tell him 
that, you'll ruin him.  It's a neurobiological fact.  

 THE LOST HOUR - Around the world, children get an hour less sleep than they did thirty years ago.  
The cost: IQ points, emotional well-being, ADHD, and obesity.  

 WHY KIDS LIE - We may treasure honesty, but the research is clear.  Most classic strategies to 
promote truthfulness just encourage kids to be better liars.  

 THE SIBLING EFFECT - Freud was wrong.  Shakespeare was right.  Why siblings really fight.  
 CAN SELF-CONTROL BE TAUGHT? - Developers of a new kind of preschool keep losing their 

grant money---the students are so successful they're no longer "at risk enough" to warrant further 
study.  What's their secret? 

Eight FREE books are still available.  Be one of the first to RSVP Kathy Pyrc, GRE Instructional Coach, 
at kpyrc@jeffco.k12.co.us to receive your copy. (Copies are also available from AMAZON for $10.19.) 
 
Parent Name(s):              

 
Number of children for childcare:      Email address:       

 
 
 

STOCK SHOW DISCOUNTED TICKETS  

The National Western Stock Show is offering discounted tickets to Jeffco Schools employees and students 
when it comes to town from Wed., Jan 7 through Thursday, Jan. 22.  Discounted tickets can only be 
purchased online at http://www.nationalwestern.com/tickets/special-offers.aspx with the online code 
NWSSBUCK or by calling 303-295-2979. 
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TARGET STORES òTAKE CHARGE OF EDUCATIONó PROGRAM 

Did you know that you could make a donation to Governorôs Ranch Elementary School each time you shop 
at Target stores?  Simply designate/link our school (our Target school ID is 37889) to your Target REDcard 
credit or debit card and we will receive a donation from Target for up to 1% of your eligible purchases.  I 
have included the full program rules below.  Also, by using your Target REDcard credit or debit card, you 
automatically receive a 5% discount on your purchases (some purchases such as gift cards, mobile 
solutions, etc. are not eligible, youôll need to read the fine print).  This is a great way to earn a discount on 
your purchases and make a donation to our school simply by shopping the same way you already are! 
 
PROGRAM RULES 
Enroll for free and Target

®
 will donate up to 1% of your REDcard

®
 purchases to the eligible K-12 school of your choice. 

Qualifying Schools 
The Take Charge of Education program is intended to benefit K-12 schools located in the U.S. having a 501(c) (3) or 509 (a) (1) tax-exempt status. 

How the Program Works 
Target Credit Card

®
 and Target

®
 Visa

®
 Credit Card account holders can sign up for the Take Charge of Education program by calling 1-800-316-

6142 or by visiting Target.com/tcoe or an in-store kiosk. The primary cardholder of a Target Debit Card
Ê

 can sign up for the Take Charge of 
Education program by calling 1-800-316-6142. 
Designate an eligible K-12 school, and Target donates an amount equal to one percent (1%) of your Target Credit Card, Target Visa Credit Card or 
Target Debit Card purchases (minus returns and sales tax) at any Target store and Target.com, and one-half percent (1/2%) of your Target Visa 
Credit Card purchases made (not including cash advances, balance transfers and purchases of other cash equivalents, and minus returns and sales 
tax) everywhere else Visa credit cards are accepted. Target will track purchases made on participating Target Credit Cards, Target Visa Credit 
Cards, and Target Debit Cards, and will distribute the accumulated donations to schools in September. 

General Conditions 
Only one school may be designated for each Target Credit Card account, Target Visa Credit Card account, and Target Debit Card. For the Target 
Debit Card, only the primary cardholder can designate the K-12 school, and that designation will apply to any authorized users. 
Schools must meet the eligibility requirements described above. 
Donation amounts begin to accrue when the school designation is processed. The school donation will only be made for Target Credit Card 
accounts and Target Visa Credit Card accounts that are open and in good standing at the time donations are distributed to eligible schools. The 
school donation will only be made for Target Debit Cards that are open and have no unpaid electronic transfers at the time the donation is 
distributed to eligible schools. 
School donations through Take Charge of Education are not tax deductible. 
Checks will not be mailed to schools if the payout is less than $25. (Payouts under $25 will carry over to the next payment period). Checks must be 
cashed before the expiration on the check. Checks are considered rejected if not cashed by expiration. 
Target reserves the right to discontinue or alter the terms of this program at any time. 

 
 

SOUTH JEFFCO FREE SOFTBALL CLINIC  

[Note: Not associated with Governorôs Ranch Elementary School or Jeffco Schools] 

  



OFFICE DEPOT 5% BACK TO SCHOOLS PROGRAM  

 

5%  Back to Schools Program  

 
School Name  Governorôs Ranch Elementary 

ID#   70018190 
 

Help our school earn 
FREE SUPPLIES 

 

Our school will earn credits equal to 5% of your qualifying school or 
office supply purchases to use for FREE supplies.   

You can credit the school year round! 
 

Give our school ID# every time 
you shop at Office Depot 

 

 At any store in the US 

 At www.officedepot.com 

 When calling 1-800-GO-DEPOT 

For details, visit www.officedepot.com/5percent 
 

5% Back to Schools Program: Pre-K-12
th
 grade only.  Not available in Puerto Rico.  5% of 

qualifying purchases made during each program period will be offered quarterly as an Office 
Depot® Merchant Gift Card to the participating school designated by each customer (up to a 
total of $10 million).  Products that do not qualify are: technology and consumer electronic 
products and accessories; media and software that is not education or reference related; 
furniture and furniture accessories; ink and toner; Gift Cards; postage stamps; purchases from 
Copy & Print Depot; and purchases made to contract business accounts except purchases 
made by Office Depot Rewards Platinum members.  Credits are not available to schools with 
less than $10 in tallied credits.  Unaccepted/declined credits are void.  Visit 
www.officedepot.com for details. 
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KEN CARYL LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL  

[Note: Not associated with Governorôs Ranch Elementary School or Jeffco Schools] 

 



iMOM  MORNING BREAKFAST FLYER  

 


